March 2010 Police Department Report

March 30, 2010
•
Department Personnel 

We are currently staffed at 9 sworn positions, however, at the February Board meeting, the Board authorized me to hire our 10th officer with the 2009/2010 COPS Grant funding. We have identified one of our 6 reserve officers to be hired as full time paid staff and are waiting to receive the second COPS Grant allocation before bringing the officer on board. 

•
Commendations and Correspondence
••
On March 17th, Officer Hui received a letter of thanks for his assistance with a case of mistaken identity.
••
On March 25th, Officer Ramos received a letter thanking him for his courtesy and professionalism during a traffic stop. 
•
Investigation of Alleged Misconduct 
  


••
Department Investigation #09-06 was initiated on December 24th on an allegation that an officer was rude during a disturbance call for service. The investigation is continuing by Sergeant Khan. 
•
9-1-1 /  Richmond Communication Center Information.
••
The Ring Time Report for February shows that of the 49 total “911” calls 
received, 2 had a ring time of over 20 seconds. Average ring time was 6.9 
seconds.

The first occurred on 02-01-10, at 11:08 AM, and had a ring time of 34 
seconds. The call was on the fire channel and the dispatcher only spoke 
to the caller for 4 seconds before cancelling the call.

The second occurred on 02-22-10, at 4:54 PM, and had a ring time of 52 
seconds. This call had a 2 second dialog with the dispatcher and was 
cancelled for no call for service.

•
Communication Center Service Complaints
••
No complaints received this month however, this is a good time to remind everyone that for police non-emergencies, you need to contact the dispatch center at “236-0474” and not the KPPCSD business line of 526-4141. The KPPCSD business line is only monitored 6 hours a day during the week and should not be used to report police matters. Doing so, only delays the police response time, so please dial Dispatch direct.
•
Community Networking
••
On 03-01-10, Chief Harman attended the Kensington Community Council meeting. 
••
On 03-03-10, Chief Harman attended the West Contra Costa County Police Chiefs Committee meeting in Hercules.

••
On 03-05-10, Officer Martinez participated in the Kensington Hilltop walk to school event.
••
On 03-08-10, Sergeant Khan attended the Kensington Public Safety Council meeting.


The Kensington Public Safety Council has expanded upon the issues of police services to include those of emergency preparedness and other public safety issues affecting the community. It is hoped that by meeting in the evenings, we will be able to increase community participation and feedback on those issues concerning Kensington.


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 12th, at 6:30 PM at the Community Center, Room 3. The agenda for this meeting is to set the direction and policies for the group and to vote on bylaws. 
••
On 03-13-10, Chief Harman and Yolla Harman attended the KCC Spring Celebration at the Community Center.

•• 
On 03-14-10, Chief Harman, Sergeant Khan, Detective Barrow, 


Concord Detective DeAnne Khan, and former KPPCSD 



Director Lynn Wolter attended the “Celebration of Life” for retired 


officer Philip 
Balousek who passed away February 28th. The 


service was held at the Pleasant Hill Adventist Church. 
••
On 03-24-10, Chief Harman attended the Contra Costa County Police Chief’s Association meeting in Martinez.

Following the meeting, Chief Harman attended the Contra Costa County Hazard Mitigation meeting also in Martinez. 
••
On 03-26-10, Sergeant Hull and Chief Harman attended the memorial service for George McDaniel, the first African-American correctional officer in the state. Mr. McDaniel was also the co-founder of the SBCC Hunger Program in Berkeley. 
••
On 03-30-10, Chief Harman, Jerry Fahy of the Contra Costa County Public Works Department, John Gioia, and Kate Rauch of John Gioia’s office met with residents of the unit block of Arlington Avenue to discuss follow up concerns regarding traffic issues in the area. Our next meeting is scheduled for May 6th.
•
Community Criminal Activity  
••
This section of the report has been prepared by the Watch Commanders reporting on their areas of responsibility.
•
Watch Commander Reports
••
Sergeant Khan Team 1
SIGNIFICANT CASES/ EVENTS:

· 10-860  On 3/1/10 at 1022 hrs.  Officer Ramos took an auto burglary report from a resident on Norwood Ct.

· 10-876  On 3/2/10 at 1350 hrs. Officer Wilson took an identity theft case from a business owner on Arlington Ave.

· 10-902  On 3/4/10 at 0200 hrs.  Officer Stegman recovered a stolen vehicle from Berkeley on Willamette Ave.

· 10-951  On 3/7/10 at 0830 hrs.  Officer Ramos took a hit & run accident report from a resident on Willamette Ave.

· 10-957  On 3/8/10 at 0907 hrs.  Officer Wilson took a residential burglary on Purdue Ave. where two bicycles were stolen.

· 10-961  On 3/8/10 at 1805 hrs.  Officer Ramos recovered a stolen vehicle on Kenilworth Rd.

· 10-1050  On 3/14/10 at 1051 hrs.  Officer Wilson took a vandalism (graffiti) report to a street sign.

· 10-1067  On 3/15/10 at 1100 hrs.  Officers Wilson, Ramos, & Barrow, with the assistance of Chief Harman, took two residential burglars into custody.  They also recovered almost $10,000 in stolen property.

· 10-1068  On 3/15/10 at 1652 hrs. I took a grand theft report from an unlocked vehicle on Coventry Rd.

· 10-1096  On 3/17/10 at 0014  hrs. Officers Stegman and Tyler arrested a subject for public intoxication on Coventry Rd.

· 10-1119  On 3/18/10 at 0106 hrs.  Officers Stegman & Hui stopped a car for a vehicle code violation and seized a small amount of marijuana.

· 10-1172  On 3/21/10 at 1531 hrs.   Officer Wilson took a brandishing a firearm report from a teenager on Coventry Rd.

· 10-1173  On 3/21/10 at 1629 hrs.  I took a residential burglary report from a resident on Purdue Ave.

· 10-1195  On 3/23/10 at 0806 hrs. Officer Wilson took a residential burglary report from a resident on Highland Blvd.

·  10-1278  On 3/28/10 at 1348 hrs. Officer Ramos took a residential burglary on Yale Circle where property was stolen from an unlocked garaged vehicle.

·  10-1295   On 3/29/10 at 1314 hrs.  Officer Ramos arrested a subject on Highgate Rd. for a no bail warrant.

BRIEFING/ TRAINING:
Officers Wilson, Stegman, Ramos and I all took on-line training courses.  Officer Stegman went to an instructor development course. I took a firearms investigation class from the ATF.  We all had firearms training this month.

SERGEANT’S SUMMARY:
As I drive around the District and monitor traffic I am reminded that these residential streets were not built for the volume of traffic that travels on them.  I am seeing less and less courteous driving.  Drivers are tailgating other drivers; slow moving vehicles are failing to let faster moving traffic go by, by pulling over.  Drivers are exceeding the posted 25 mph speed limit and failing to stop completely at stop signs.  The only thing that changes driver attitudes is education and traffic enforcement.  This paragraph is the education portion.  Drive safely.

TEAM STATISTICS:

Officer



Wilson
     Stegman

Ramos
Days Worked


     15 
      
           10

    14

Traffic Stops (no cite)

       7
     

19

      0
 

Moving Citations


       4
          

12

     15 

Parking Citations


       1


 0
  
       0

Vacation/ Security Checks
      32


15

      28

Field Interviews (FI’s)

        0  

  1

       11   

Cases



                   7
   
 
  4
  
        6

Self Initiated Cases

        0   

  4
                  1

Arrests



        1  

  3

        1

Calls for Service


      27  

 20

       19

••
Sergeant Hull Team 2
TEAM STATISTICS

Officer:

Martinez (K31)

Medina (K35)




(0600-1800)


(1800-0600)

Days Worked

14



16





Traffic Stops

16



8




Moving Citations

8



1




Parking Citations

12



1





Vacation/Security 

15



5

Checks

FI-Field Interview

1



0

Cases



0



1

Self Initiated Cases
0



0





Arrests


0



0





Calls for Service

59



64

· Officer Martinez was off two days sick.

· Sgt. Hull was off two days vacation.

· Sgt. Hull wrote two traffic citations.

· Officer Martinez attended Kensington Hilltop walk to school event.

· Officer Medina started traffic survey on Franciscan Way.

· Training for Officer Involved Fatal Incidents was postponed until May.

· Reserve Lafitte wrote three parking citations.

· Reserve Colon was involved in a traffic collision in a District police vehicle with a barrier pole at Hilltop Elementary School while training with FTO Medina.

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

2010-0903 – On 3-4-2010, at approximately 0652 hours, Officer Martinez responded to the unit block of Kenyon Ave. to a report of a stolen vehicle.  A resident’s vehicle was stolen from the roadway in front of their home.  This vehicle was recovered by CHP on 3-22-2010 in Contra Costa County.

2010-0911 – On 3-4-2010, at approximately 1257 hours, Officer Martinez responded to the unit block of Franciscan Way to a reported suspicious event.  A resident found the door of their vehicle ajar and the contents of the glove box on the floor.  The resident only wanted to report this incident occurred and wanted no further action or assistance from KPD.

2010-0915 – On 3-4-2010, at approximately 1511 hours, Officer Martinez located a stolen vehicle in the 100 block of Kenyon Avenue.  Officer Martinez recovered two fingerprints from the interior of the stolen vehicle which were sent to the crime lab for examination.

2010-1138 – On 3-19-2010, at approximately 1254 hours, Officer Martinez took a report of a stolen bicycle from the 200 block of Amherst Avenue.  A resident left an expensive mountain bike unsecured in the front yard and discovered it had been stolen the next morning.

2010-1140 – On 3-19-2010, at approximately 1831 hours, FTO Medina and Reserve Officer Colon responded to the unit block of Arlington Ave. to a report of Hit & Run collision.  It appears the suspect vehicle sideswiped the victim vehicle while it was legally parked in the south bound lane of Arlington Avenue.

2010-1257 – On 3-26-2010, at approximately 2031 hours, FTO Medina and Reserve Officer Colon responded to the unit block of Kingston Rd. to a report of identity theft.  A resident suffered a few thousand dollars of fraudulent debt and several thousand more attempted fraudulent debt.  The fraud is mainly associated with airline tickets.

BRIEFING/TRAINING:

· Reviewed KPD Policy 414 – Hostages and Barricaded Suspects

· Reviewed KPD Policy 416 – Response to Bomb Calls

· Reviewed Walnut Creek PD Bomb Squad Callout Procedures

· Reviewed Mayer Alert Memo – Supreme Court modifies Miranda and allows for re-interrogation after a suspects invokes.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 418 – Mental Illness Commitments

· Reviewed KPD Policy 420 – Cite and Release Policy

· Reviewed Lexipol Client Alert – Unloaded Open Carry Movement

· Reviewed and completed a quick reference guide of DOJ mandates and forms for confiscating firearms at domestic violence and mental health scenes.

· Reviewed the Abandonment Exception to the Fourth Amendment

· Reviewed KPD Policy 422 – Arrest or Detention of Foreign Nationals

· Briefed “Transaction in Progress” notification of vehicle registrations

· Reviewed KPD Policy 424 – Rapid Deployment Team Policy

· Reviewed KPD Policy 426 – Police Activity Outside of KPD Jurisdiction

· Reviewed KPD Policy 428 – Immigration Violations

· Reviewed Ferguson, Praet, and Sherman Client Alert – Donning and Doffing

· Reviewed KPD Policy 430 – Emergency Utility Service

· Reviewed KPD Policy 432 –Patrol Rifles

SERGEANT’S SUMMARY:

As you may be aware, the cities contiguous to Kensington have been suffering significant property crimes as of late.  I cannot emphasize enough the importance of contacting KPD if you believe persons or circumstance to be suspicious.  At a minimum, we would like KPD to be notified so individuals can be contacted, identified, and circumstances assessed.  

As we continue to do our best at keeping crime to a minimum, no place is crime free.  With the help of the public KPD will continue to do its part in reducing the level of crime we currently experience.

••
Detective Keith Barrow
Due to last minute training dates, Detective Barrow’s report was not ready at this printing and will be part of the April Monthly Report.

•• 
Chief Harman
On Monday, 3-15-10, at 1100 hours, Officers Wilson, Ramos, and I responded to 400 block of Santa Fe on a report of a residential burglary with the suspects possibly still in the area. Contacting the victim and witnesses in the area, and with the assistance of Albany Police Department, contact was made at a residence in which the two possible suspects were detained. Detective Barrow responded to the crime scene and continued the investigation.

As physical evidence was located linking the suspects to the burglary, the Contra Costa Sheriff’s Office Crime Scene Investigator was called in to assist with the recovery of evidence. 
With the evidence recovered, and the statements made by the suspects to Detective Barrow during his initial questioning, the suspects were taken into custody and all of the stolen property was recovered. 

This was an excellent investigation that resulted in the arrest of the suspects responsible. The officers were also able to connect these suspects to several other crimes that they committed in Albany. Because of the professionalism demonstrated by the officers involved, they will be receiving commendations at the April Board meeting. 

One of the main law enforcement issues concerning the community is traffic safety. Our Board took a proactive approach to addressing the traffic safety issues at the February Board meeting when they approved the expenditure of the 2009/2010 COPS Grant allocation for the hiring of our 10th officer position. By hiring the 10th officer, we will now be able to assign an officer as a traffic enforcement officer, whose primary duty will be to traffic enforcement and traffic safety issues in the community.

I plan on promoting one of our reserve officers to full time paid status, and once the officer completes field training, I will select our traffic officer from our staff. In the coming months, with the publication of our recently completed traffic survey, the roadway improvements made by County Public Works, the assignment of our full time traffic enforcement officer, and an increase in the traffic enforcement duties by other Kensington officers, I believe the community will see a direct result of our efforts to increase both vehicle and pedestrian safety in the community.    
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