June 2010 Police Department Report

June 30, 2010
•
Department Personnel 

Sergeant Khan is currently on Workman’s Comp medical leave. 

We are also in the background process with three new reserve officer candidates. If all three pass their backgrounds, we will have a total of seven reserve officers in the department.  

•
Commendations and Correspondence
••
Detective Keith Barrow received a letter of appreciation from San Pablo Police Chief Joseph Aita for his work with West Net and their assistance to San Pablo Police Department on a sexual assault investigation, SPPD 10-4208.
••
Officer Doug Wilson received a letter of appreciation from Suzanne Calpestri for his response to an erroneous 911 call to her residence this month.
••
On June 17th, Chief Harman received a letter from the Fair Political Practices Commission indicating that the Commission found no violation of the Political Reform Act in response to the sworn complaint submitted by Director Cathie Kosel.
•
Investigation of Alleged Misconduct 
  


••
Department Investigation #09-06 was initiated on December 24th on an allegation that an officer was rude during a disturbance call for service. The investigation was being conducted by Sergeant Khan but has now been reassigned to Sergeant Hull. 
••
Chief Harman initiated an investigation into an allegation(s) of inappropriate conduct/ harassment by a board member towards members of the police department. The investigation is being conducted by Labor Law Attorney Lee Ann Wallace. 

•
9-1-1 /  Richmond Communication Center Information.
••
The Ring Time Report for May shows that of the 60 total “911” calls 
received, 3 had a ring time of over 20 seconds. Those were 33 seconds, 
34 seconds, and 43 seconds. All three were fire department calls and 
there is no further information regarding the calls. Average ring time was 
7.0 seconds.
•
Communication Center Service Complaints
••
No complaints received this month however, this is a good time to remind everyone that for police non-emergencies, you need to contact the dispatch center at “236-0474” and not the KPPCSD business line of 526-4141. The KPPCSD business line is only monitored 6 hours a day during the week and should not be used to report police matters. Doing so, only delays the police response time, so please dial Dispatch direct.
•
Community Networking
••
On 06-03-10, Chief Harman attended the 46 Arlington Traffic Meeting.
••
On 06-04-10, Chief Harman participated in the Troop 100’s Spring Court of Honor.
••
On 06-16-10, Chief Harman attended the second Park Building Committee meeting. 
••
On 06-25-10, Chief Harman attended the funeral for James Mangrum, 22 years, an Eagle Scout from Troop 100.

••
On 06-28-10, Chief Harman attended the KIC meeting.

••
On 06-29-10, Chief Harman attended the KMAC meeting.

••
On 06-30-10, Chief Harman attended the County’s Community Warning System Workshop in Martinez. 

•
Community Criminal Activity  
••
This section of the report has been prepared by the Watch Commanders reporting on their areas of responsibility.
•
Watch Commander Reports
••
Officer Stegman Team 1
Significant Cases and Events

10-2184- On 6/1/10 at 0622 hours, Officers Wilson and Tyler took a report of an auto burglary where baseball equipment was stolen.

10-2189- On 6/1/10 0743 hours, Officers Wilson and Tyler took a report of an auto burglary.  An ID badge was taken from the vehicle.

10-2190- On 6/1/10 at 0833 hours, Officer Wilson and Tyler took a report of a petty theft where two political campaign signs had been stolen from a front yard.

10-2191- On 6/1/10 at 0945 hours, Officers Wilson and Tyler took a report of an auto burglary where a jacket was stolen.

10-2199- On 6/1/10 at 1032 hours, Officer Hui took a forgery report.  On 6/20/10 after investigation and follow up, Officer Hui and Barrow arrested the suspect in Oakland.

10-2239- On 6/2/10 at 1239 hours, Officer Hui took a report of an auto burglary where several expensive electronic devices were taken from the vehicle.

10-2252- On 6/2/10 at 2115 hours, Officers Stegman, Hui, and Barrow, responded to a disturbance which was initially reported as possible suicide attempt.  The subject was angry with his bank over what he stated were excessive overdraft fees.  The subject told the bank employee via phone that he was going shoot his child and himself if they did not reverse the fees.  This potential threat to life elicited an emergency response from KPD officers.  The subject was contacted at his house and detained at gunpoint by KPD officers.  After interviewing the subject who made the threats, it was determined he did not own a gun and the threats he made were simply to exhibit his serious anger to the bank employee.  It was determined he did not pose a danger to himself or others and was released at the scene.

10-2222/ 10-2236- On 6/2/10, Officers Wilson and Hui each took one auto burglary report.  Items stolen from the two vehicles included car stereo speaker, a backpack, and four USB thumb drives.

10-2334/ 10-2235- On 6/6/10, Officer Hui took two auto burglary reports.  Items stolen from the vehicles included a laptop computer and a car stereo.

10-2399- On 6/8/10 at 1415 hours, Officers Wilson and Tyler took a report of an identity theft.  An unknown suspect tried unsuccessfully to open credit accounts in the victim’s name.

10-2376- On 6/8/10, Officer Stegman assisted El Cerrito PD officers who pursued a stolen vehicle right up to the Kensington border.  The El Cerrito PD officers lost sight of the vehicle during the pursuit.  Officer Stegman located the stolen vehicle abandoned, several blocks from the location El Cerrito PD had lost sight of it.  Officer Stegman assisted with the subsequent area check for the suspects.

10-2677- On 6/20/10 at 1546 hours, Officer Hui took a report of a stolen vehicle.  The vehicle was located a few blocks away, a short time later.

10-2612- On 6/20/10 at 1028 hours, Officer Stegman took a report of a residential burglary.  Entrance was gained forcefully by kicking in a side door of the residence.  Items taken from the residence included a flat screen television, two computers, and jewelry.

10-2712- On 6/20/10 at 2251 hours, Officer Wilson took a report of a residential burglary.  Entrance was forced through a rear bedroom window.  The items taken included a television, laptop and currency.

10-2848- On 6/28/10 at 0848 hours, Officer Stegman took a vandalism report at Hilltop Elementary.  There were multiple areas in the school with spray paint graffiti. 

10-2872- On 6/29/10 at 1223 hours, Officer Stegman took a report of a residential burglary.  The house was left unattended and unlocked for several hours over the course of the day.  Two laptops and an IPOD were taken from the home.

10-2887- On 6/29/10 at 1826 hours, Officer Hui took a report of an identity theft.

Training

During this month I qualified Officer Hui with his patrol rifle.  Half of KPD’s Patrol Officers now have rifle deployment capabilities.

Summary

Both residential and vehicle burglaries were on the rise this month.  Taking a few seconds when you arrive home to remove valuables from your car, can save you the later cost and inconvenience of replacing stolen items.  Make sure your house is locked and secure especially when you are not home.  Closing blinds, drapes, and other window coverings helps to keep would be burglars from casing your home.  If they see something in your house they want, they are more likely to break in to steal it. 
Team Statistics

Officer:

Stegman K32

Wilson K38

Hui K42




(0600- 1600)


(2000-0600)

(1100-2100)

Days Worked

17


18


18

Traffic Stops

17


6


19

Moving Citations

3


0


24

Parking Citations

3


0


4

Vacation/Security Chks
64


63


88

Field Interviews

2


3


0

Cases



5


7


10

Self Initiated Cases
0


0


0

Arrests


0


0


1

Calls for Service

34


26


31

••
Sergeant Hull Team 2
TEAM STATISTICS

Officer:

Martinez (K31)

Medina (K35)
Ramos (K41)




(0600-1800)


(1800-0600)

(0730-1730)

Days Worked

13



13


18


Traffic Stops

16



12


92

Moving Citations

0



0


25


Parking Citations

0



0


7

Vacation/Security 

2



26


5

Checks

FI-Field Interviews

0



0


0

Cases



2



0


1

Self Initiated Cases
0



0


0


Arrests


0



0


0


Calls for Service

53



46


24





· Reserve Lafitte wrote one parking citation

· Berkeley PD served a search warrant for stolen property at an address on Kingston Road.

· Officer Martinez took one vacation day.

· Officer Medina took one vacation day.

· Sgt. Hull took two vacation days.

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

· 2010-2278 – On 6-3-2010, at approximately 1108 hours, Officer Martinez took a report of battery in the unit block of Highland Boulevard.

· 2010-2291 – On 6-3-2010, at approximately 0839 hours, Officer Ramos took a report of auto burglary in the unit block of Anson Way.

· 2010-2455 – On 6-10-2010, at approximately 0900 hours, Officer Martinez took a report of identity theft in the unit block of Ardmore Road.

· 2010-2644 – On 6-18-2010, at approximately 1314 hours, Officer Ramos towed an abandoned vehicle from the roadway in the unit block of Edgecroft Road.

· 2010-2658 – On 6-19-2010, at approximately 1846 hours, Sgt. Hull took a report of disturbing the peace in the 100 block of Highland Boulevard.  Complainants are willing to pursue civil remedies to resolve this issue if necessary.

BRIEFING/TRAINING:

· Reviewed KPD Policy 514 – Drunk Driving and Evidence Collection

· Reviewed KPD Policy 516 – Traffic Citations

· Reviewed KPD Policy 520 – Disabled Vehicles

· Officer Ramos was designated the KPD Traffic Investigator.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 524 – 72-Hour Parking Violations

· Reviewed KPD Policy 526 – Administrative Per Se Law (DUI Drivers)

· Reviewed KPD Policy 600 – Investigation and Prosecution

· Reviewed KPD Policy 602 – Sexual Assault Victims DNA Rights

· Reviewed KPD Policy 700 – Department Owned and Personal Property

· Reviewed KPD Policy 706 – Vehicle Use Policy

· Reviewed Confiscation of Firearms at Domestic Violence Scenes

· Reviewed Confiscation of Firearms at Mental Health Scenes

· Reviewed Penal Code 368 – Elder Abuse

· Reviewed KPD Policy 804 - Property Procedures

· Reviewed Internal Investigation Liabilities

· Reviewed KPD Policy 808 – Restoration of Firearm Serial Numbers

· Reviewed KPD Policy 810 – Release of Records Information

· Reviewed Case Law of Search and Seizure on Department Issued Equipment

· Reviewed KPD Policy 811 – Cash Funds

· Reviewed KPD Policy 812 – Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI)

· Reviewed KPD Policy 902 – Custody Search

· Reviewed KPD Policy 1000 – Recruitment and Selection

· Reviewed Case Law People Vs. Branner – Lawful Search vs. Unlawful Search

· Reviewed Case Law People Vs. Lessie – Miranda Invocations by Minors

SERGEANT’S SUMMARY:

During the month of June the District suffered several vehicle burglaries and one residential burglary.  A significant aspect of these burglaries is that they all occurred during the day.  Normally vehicle burglaries occur at night when residents are sleeping and residential burglaries occur during the day while residents are away at work.  The fact that we are experiencing vehicle burglaries during daylight hours (12:00pm – 4:00pm) indicates a significant change in criminal behavior.  

I would like to remind everyone to not leave valuable items in your vehicle and not to hesitate to call KPD if you suspect suspicious activity.

••
Detective Keith Barrow
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

2010-2050  Hit and Run Vehicle Accident.

The suspect vehicle hit a Kensington Police Officers personal vehicle.  The unoccupied officers’ personal vehicle was pushed into a second officer’s personal unoccupied vehicle.  Both officers’ vehicles were parked in front of the police department.  The suspect vehicle left the scene and was located soon after the incident within Kensington and the driver was arrested.  The first officer’s vehicle was totaled and the second officer vehicle sustained major damage.  This case is to be filed with the Contra Costa County District Attorneys Office.

2010-2184 Auto Burglary.

Kensington has sustained 9 Auto burglaries in the month of June.  Case numbers 2010-2189, 2010-2191, 2010-2222, 2010-2236, 2010-2239, 2010-2291, 2010-2334, and 2010-2335.  All of the victim vehicles had their windshields smashed and items were taken from the passenger compartments.  Berkeley has also sustained no less then twenty similar window smashes within the same time period.  These cases are under investigation.

2010-2199  Arrest of forgery suspect.

Officer Hui was able to identify a suspect in this case and determined the suspect was to attend court in Oakland on another felony case out of Alameda County.  I was able to apprehend the suspect as he entered the courthouse.  This case will be filed with the Contra Costa County District Attorneys Office.

2010-2695  Residential Burglary.

Victim reported a residential burglary that took place during the morning.   The suspect(s) entered the residence by kicking open two different exterior doors and damaged a third.  Several items were taken form the home.   This case is under investigation.

2010-2701  Arrest of forgery suspect.

Officer Hui and I were conducting a follow up investigation on case 2010-2199 in Oakland.  We contacted the previous arrested suspect and found he had been involved in more criminal activity.  Based on the evidence observed we again arrested the suspect on new criminal charges.  This case will also be filed with the Contra Costa County District Attorneys Office.

2010-2712  Residential Burglary.

Victim returned home finding items taken and the rear door to the home open.  The point of entry is believed to be a rear damaged window.  This case is under investigation.

2010-2872  Residential Burglary.

The report was not finished by the time of this publication.   This case will be investigated.

KPD INVESTIGATIONS INFORMATION:

2010-1962  No Bail Warrant and Narcotics Arrest.

During follow up investigation two suspects were arrested on unrelated charges to the investigation.  Both were booked into Contra Costa County Jail.   This case will be filed with the Contra Costa County District Attorney.

2010-1958  Possession of Narcotics for sale.

Kensington Police Officers and California State Parole Agents conducted a parole search of a person of interest, concerning thefts that have occurred in the Sunset View Cemetery.  Over 8 grams of Methamphetamine was located in the residence but due to the number of occupants no one was arrested at the time.   This case is still under investigation and I believe that an arrest will be made soon.   

2010-1953  Attempted Grand Theft.

An attempted theft of a bronze door that was attached to a mausoleum in the Sunset View Cemetery was interrupted by a grounds keeper.  The attempt took place on 5/18/10 at approximately 0710 hours.   Two suspects where seen and reported as a white male adult approx. 29 years old, white and black jacket.  The second suspect was a black male adult approx. 29 years old wearing all black clothing.  The two suspects fled on foot through the back yard of a home on Sea View Drive.  If you have any information to aid in the apprehension of the suspect(s) please call Detective Barrow at 510-526-4141 ex. 26   Case open and under investigation.
2010-1889   Grand Theft.

The Sunset View Cemetery sustained the theft of a 100 year old Bronze door that was attached to a mausoleum.  The theft of the Bronze Door occurred on 5/11/10.   If you have any information to aid in the apprehension of the suspect(s) please call Detective Barrow at 510-526-4141 ex. 26   Case open and under investigation.
2010-1751 Grand Theft.

The Sunset View Cemetery has sustained the theft of approximately 40 Bronze Tombstone placards.   The theft of the placards occurred from 2030 hours on 4/30/10 to 1500 hours on 5/2/10.   If you have any information to aid in the apprehension of the suspect(s) please call Detective Barrow at 510-526-4141 ex. 26   Case open and under investigation.
2010-1560  Residential Burglary and two vehicles were stolen.

Three suspects have been arrested in connection with this residential burglary.   Two other subjects are also being sought for questioning in this case.   The two vehicles that were stolen have been recovered in good condition and with minimal damage if any.   We also recovered numerous other stolen items that have been returned to the victim.   This case is still under investigation.

2010-1457   Hit and Run Vehicle Accident.

A vehicle left the roadway and struck an AT&T phone box and two parked vehicles.   The driver fled the area and was located in Pinole where he was arrested.   Charges have been filed in this case.

2010-1336  Residential Burglary.

Victim reported a residential burglary that took place during the day.   The suspect(s) entered through an unlocked rear window and took several household items.   This case is under investigation.

2010-1067  Residential Burglary.

Two suspects were arrested for a residential burglary after Chief Harman, Officers Wilson, Ramos and I had ascertained that the suspects had been hiding next door to the victim’s residence.   One suspect was on parole for burglary and the other has a history of theft.   The victim’s stolen items were recovered and returned.    One of the suspects plead guilty to a felony charge for possession of stolen property.   The other suspect has been held to answer for the burglary and a trial will be held in July.

2010-629   Commercial Burglary.

An unknown suspect(s) smashed a window to a commercial business taking no less then 60 packs of cigarettes and a boom box portable radio.   This case is under investigation.

2009-3190  Residential Burglary.
The suspect has pled guilty in Contra Costa County Court for this Residential Burglary.   The suspect has received two years in a state prison.   Alameda County District attorney is currently pursuing charges committed in Oakland related to this case.

2007-3645 Lewd or Lascivious Acts with a Child under the age of 14 years.

This case is under investigation.

KPD INVESTIGATIONS

· Made several court runs for filling cases, and citation drop off’s.

· Updated the KPD residential burglary log.

· Updated the KPD stolen vehicle log.

WEST-NET ASIGNMENT:

I am currently assigned to the West Contra Costa County Narcotic Enforcement Team (West-NET) one day per week.

While on this assignment I work with other West Contra Costa County law enforcement officers and agencies.  I participate and aid in the service of search warrants, surveillance, and on going narcotics investigations.

INVESTIGATORS SUMMARY:

In the month of June the District of Kensington sustained 5 identity thefts, 1 non-injury vehicle accidents and 1 Hit and Run Vehicle Accidents, 0 Injury Hit and Run Accidents, 0 Injury Accidents, 3 Residential Burglaries, 1 Attempted Residential Burglary, 0 Commercial Burglary, 10 Auto Burglaries, 1 Theft from unlocked vehicle, 1 Stolen Vehicle, 1 Petty Theft, 4 Vandalisms, 0 Attempted Grand Thefts and 0 Grand Thefts.

•• 
Chief Harman
During the month there were two occasions when the professionalism of the Kensington Police Department was recognized by other jurisdictions. The first occurred when Detective Barrow was recognized by San Pablo Police Chief Joseph Aita for his assistance while working with WestNet and the efforts to identify and take into custody the individuals responsible for a brutal rape that was investigated by San Pablo PD. 
The second occurred on June 11th, when Berkeley PD requested our assistance in patrolling our neighboring areas of the Berkeley Hills in an attempt to locate residential burglars that were working in the area. 

One of my goals when I first arrived in Kensington was to change the perception of our department that other agencies had of us. During the past 34 months, our department has worked hard to cooperate and participate with other law enforcement agencies in providing pro-active enforcement and successful apprehension of criminals in our area. Our hard work is paying off and I believe we now have the respect of our fellow law enforcement agencies. I am proud of our accomplishments to date and we will continue to work hard to maintain that respect that we have earned. 
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