February 2010 Police Department Report

March 4, 2010
•
Department Personnel 

We are currently staffed at 9 sworn positions, with an additional 6 reserve officers, and are continuing our recruitment of both officer and reserve officer candidates. 

•
Commendations and Correspondence
••
Officer Rodney Martinez received a letter of appreciation from Judith Loach, a California Deputy Attorney General, for his professionalism, kindness, and understanding during a welfare check he conducted on her mother, a resident of Kensington. 
•
Investigation of Alleged Misconduct 
  


••
Department Investigation #09-06 was initiated on December 24th on an allegation that an officer was rude during a disturbance call for service. The investigation is continuing by Sergeant Khan. 
•
9-1-1 /  Richmond Communication Center Information.
••
The Ring Time Report for January shows that of the 88 total “911” calls 
received, 8 had a ring time of over 20 seconds. Average ring time was 7.3 
seconds.

Of those, three had ring times of over 30 seconds. The first and second 
occurred on 01-12-10, at 6:23 PM, and were for the same call for service. 
The reporting parties indicated that they heard a “pop” and saw a flash of 
light. The source of the incident was an electrical short of a generator.

The third occurred on 01-20-10, at 8:36 AM and was a call on the fire 

dispatch line for an unknown reason.

•
Communication Center Service Complaints
••
No complaints received this month however, this is a good time to remind everyone that for police non-emergencies, you need to contact the dispatch center at “236-0474” and not the KPPCSD business line of 526-4141. The KPPCSD business line is only monitored 6 hours a day during the week and should not be used to report police matters. 
•
Community Networking
••
On 02-01-10, Chief Harman attended the Kensington Community Council meeting.  
••
On 02-05-10, Officer Martinez participated in the Kensington Hilltop walk to school event.
••
On 02-08-10, Chief Harman attended the Kensington Public Safety Council meeting.


The Kensington Public Safety Council has expanded upon the issues of police services to include those of emergency preparedness and other public safety issues affecting the community. It is hoped that by meeting in the evenings, we will be able to increase community participation and feedback on those issues concerning Kensington.


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 8th, at 6:30 PM at the Community Center, Room 3. The agenda for this meeting is to set the direction and policies for the group. 
••
On 02-09-10, Chief Harman, Jerry Fahy of the Contra Costa County Public Works Department, and Kate Rauch of John Gioia’s office met with residents of the unit block of Arlington Avenue to discuss concerns regarding traffic issues in the area. Our next meeting is scheduled for March 30th.

••
On 02-11-10, Officer Martinez attended Kensington Seniors 



Program.
••
On 02-16-10, Chief Harman chaired the Solid Waste Coordinating Committee meeting.
••
On 02-23-10, Chief Harman attended the KMAC meeting at which the Park Restroom Committee provided the KMAC Board an overview of the Park Restroom Project and received a positive recommendation. 

••
On 02-24-10, Chief Harman attended the “Tree Dedication in Remembrance of Fallen Officers” at the Pleasant Hill Park. Following the dedication he attended the Contra Costa County Police Chief’s Association meeting at the Pleasant Hill Police Department. 
•
Community Criminal Activity  
••
This section of the report has been prepared by the Watch Commanders reporting on their areas of responsibility.
•
Watch Commander Reports
••
Sergeant Khan Team 1
SIGNIFICANT CASES/ EVENTS:

· 10-476  On 2/1/10 at 0937 hrs.  Officer Wilson took an auto burglary case on Highland Blvd.

· 10-507  On 2/2/10 at 2344 hrs.  Officers Stegman and Hui arrested a subject at Arlington Ave. and Coventry Rd. who was in possession of a deadly weapon.  The subject has a long criminal history.

· 10-563  On 2/7/10 at 0900 hrs.  Officer Ramos investigated an attempted residential burglary on Windsor Ave.

· 10-567  On 2/7/10 at 1501 hrs.  Officer Ramos contacted a juvenile and young adult in a vehicle on Norwood Ave.  A search of the vehicle yielded a small amount of marijuana.  The marijuana was seized for destruction, the young adult was admonished, and the juvenile was turned over to his parents.

· 10-605  On 2/10/10 at 0856 hrs.  Officer Wilson took a petty theft report from a teacher at the Kensington Hilltop School.

· 10-606  On 2/10/10 at 1224 hrs.  Officer Ramos took a petty theft case of plants stolen from a yard on Norwood Ave.

· 10-648  On 2/15/10 at 0805 hrs.  Officer Wilson took an auto theft report from a resident on Cowper Ave.

· 10-651  On 2/15/10 at 1530 hrs.  Officer Ramos took an auto theft report from a resident on Coventry Rd.

· 10-653  On 2/15/10 at 1749 hrs.  Officer Ramos took a petty theft report where a plant was stolen on Anson Way.

BRIEFING/ TRAINING:
Officers Stegman and Wilson continued to conduct field training for the new reserve officers.  Officers Stegman and Ramos attended a Glock armorer’s school.

SERGEANT’S SUMMARY:
There have been several thefts from vehicles or vehicle thefts this month.  This is a good time to remind everyone to be more vigilant.  When it comes to personal safety you should never cut corners or get lazy.  I have listed a few tips that will help you be safer and protect your personal property.

· Listen to that voice in the back of your head.  If you are in a situation that does not feel right, it might be time to get out.

· Use light to your benefit.  Park and travel in well lit areas and use lights around your home.

· If you have a garage, put your car in it.

· Use locks and alarms if you have them.

· Don’t leave valuables in plain sight.

· If you see a suspicious person, call KPD immediately.

Using the tips listed above, you and your property will be much safer.  This is also a good time to remind residents that KPD does home security checks.  Feel free to contact me if you would like us to do one.

TEAM STATISTICS:

Officer



Wilson
     Stegman

Ramos
Days Worked


     11 
      
           15

    16

Traffic Stops (no cite)

       8
     

39

      9
 

Moving Citations


       0
          

11

     12 

Parking Citations


       0


 2
  
       0

Vacation/ Security Checks
      32


20

      16

Field Interviews (FI’s)

        2  

  2

        0   

Cases



                   4
   
 
  1
  
        7

Self Initiated Cases

        0   

  2
                  1

Arrests



        0  

  2

        0

Calls for Service


      18  

 21

       24

••
Sergeant Hull Team 2
TEAM STATISTICS

Officer:


Martinez (K31)

Medina (K35)





(0600-1800)


(1800-0600)

Days Worked


16



16

Traffic Stops


14



0

Moving Citations


0



0




Parking Citations


0



0




Vacation/Security 


5



7

Checks

FI-Field Interviews


1



0

Cases




4



1

Self Initiated Cases

0



0




Arrests



1



0




Calls for Service


11



9

· Officer Medina was scheduled for Collision Investigation Training for one week 2-22-10 thru 2-26-10. On 2-19-10, he submitted a memo stating he would be unable to attend this training.

· Sgt. Hull took 12 hours comp. time.

· Officer Martinez attended Kensington Seniors Program.

· Officer Martinez made one arrest of a known Kensington burglar for a warrant for possession of burglary tools from East Bay Regional Parks Police.

· Officer Martinez attended Kensington Hilltop walk to school event.

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

2010-532 – On 2-4-2010, at approximately 1615 hours, Officer Martinez responded to the 00 block of Arlmont Dr. to a report of residential burglary.  A rear sliding glass door was found unlocked which is believed to be the suspect(s) point of entry.  The victim did not want fingerprints checked for due to the mess the fingerprint powder would leave.  The unknown suspect stole several items of jewelry.

2010-0540 – On 2-5-2010, at approximately 0023 hours, Officer Medina responded to the 200 block of Los Altos Dr. to an attempt residential burglary.  An unknown suspect broke tempered glass adjacent to a door locking mechanism to gain entry into the residence under construction.  A neighbor heard the alarm sound and summoned for police assistance.  The residence was searched but no suspect was located and nothing was stolen.

2010-0620 – On 2-11-2010, at approximately 1810 hours, Officer Medina responded to a report of arson in the amphitheater behind the Kensington Community Center.  Officer Medina located evidence of bamboo, twigs, and leaves that had been stuffed inside a soda bottle and a 16oz. frosting container and ignited.  There was no damage to the amphitheater or the Community Center located.

2010-0629 – On 2-12-2010, at approximately 0601hours, Officer Martinez was dispatched to a report of burglary at a business in the 300 block of Arlington Avenue.  An unknown suspect stole 60 packs of cigarettes and left the interior of the business in shambles.  A resident may have seen the suspect but could not see clearly because the suspect stood in the shadows of the trees where they stared at each other for a short time when the suspect waved.  Feeling uncomfortable with this encounter the resident returned home and phone for police.  The suspect was not located by KPD.

BRIEFING/TRAINING:

· Reviewed KPD Policy 362 – Identity Theft.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 364 – Private Persons Arrest.

· Reviewed Winter 2010 Point of View – Searches Incident to Arrest.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 366 – Anti Reproductive Rights Crime Reporting.

· Reviewed Spring 2009 Point of View – Pat Searches During Traffic Stops.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 368 – Limited English Proficiency Service.

· Reviewed Winter 2009 Point of View – 5150’s With a Gun.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 370 – Hearing Impaired/Disabled Communications.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 374 – DNA Samples.

· Reviewed Domestic Violence Laws.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 372 – Mandatory School Employee Reporting.

· Viewed Case Law DVD – Firearm Seizure and Disposition.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 400 – Patrol Function.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 402 – Race Based Profiling.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 403 – Bias Based Policing/Profiling.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 404 – Briefing Training.

· Briefed Contra Costa County Adult Protective Services Elder Dependant Abuse Guidelines.

· Viewed Case Law DVD – Interrogations.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 406 – Crime and Disaster Scene Integrity.

· Reviewed County Code Section 56-4 – Solicitors and Peddlers.

· Viewed Case Law DVD – Frisks for Burglary Tools and More.

SERGEANT’S SUMMARY:

I cannot emphasize enough the importance of speaking to children about the danger of fires.  After reading the above KPD Case 2010-0620, which I suspect is youth playing with fire, I can only think of the Oakland Hills Firestorm of 1991.  Please help prevent a catastrophe of damaged property and the possible loss of life and speak to family members and neighbors alike about the dangers of fires.  

I would like to thank the resident who observed the protagonists in this potential tragedy for their actions of promptly contacting KPD about this matter.  It is only through the partnership of the community with its police department can threats to the public safety be successfully forestalled and crime prevented and/or solved.

••
Detective Keith Barrow
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

2010-059 Restraining Order Violation Arrest

I arrested a male subject for a suspected restraining order violation after stopping to assist two people arguing on the side of the freeway.   This case has been filed with the Richmond District Attorney.   The District Attorney declined to prosecute this case.

2010-0595    Outside Assist/Parole Search

Members of the Kensington Police Department assisted Oakland Police Department Officers in the surveillance of a Kensington residence.  The Officers were acting on information that they had received concerning a wanted murder suspect from the City of Oakland.   The two day operation ended without the apprehension of the suspect.   The suspect was not at present or ever believed to have been a resident of Kensington.  During the investigation two subjects where identified as parolees staying at the residence.   I checked with California State Parole Agents who informed me the two subjects were out of compliance and their paroles were to be revoked in the near future.   Weeks later six West-NET Detectives, Sgt. Khan, Officer Ramos and I conducted a parole search of the residence for the two parolees.   We contacted the resident who was alone but a search of the residence yielded illegal weapons that were confiscated.   This case is to be submitted to the Richmond District Attorney for filing of charges.

2010-629   Commercial Burglary.

An unknown suspect(s) smashed a window to a commercial business taking no less then 60 packs of cigarettes and a boom box portable radio.   This case is under investigation.

On 02-15-10 through 02-16-10, I worked the late evening hours and into the early morning looking for potential auto burglary and vehicle theft suspects in an unmarked police vehicle.  I made approximately 20 vehicle stops and pedestrian contacts.   No arrests were made but since this operation the District of Kensington has not experienced these types of crimes.   I will be trying to do more of these details in the future. 

On 02-25-2010, during the late evening hours, six West-NET Detectives, Sgt. Hull, Officer Medina and I conducted surveillance throughout the District of Kensington and the El Cerrito Hills.   We were driving marked and unmarked police vehicles looking for potential auto burglary and vehicle theft suspects.   We made several traffic and pedestrian contacts with no arrests made.   The day’s following the operation Kensington has not experienced these types of crimes.   We are hoping to continue these types of criminal suppression operations in the future. 

KPD INVESTIGATIONS INFORMATION:

2009-0423    Identity Theft

A suspect has been identified in this case and is being held to answer for other crimes in a neighboring County.   After follow-up investigation this case will be filed with the Richmond District Attorney.

2010-0431 Attempted Grand Theft

Two suspects were confronted in the front yard of a residence while they were taking a generator.  The suspects fled the scene without the property in a 2006 white Ford truck and the victim was able to obtain the vehicles license plate number.   Through a records check we identified the owner who was the victim of a license plate theft in early January.   The owner of the license plate had reported it missing to DMV but not police.

Case suspended at this time.

2010-449 Hit and Run Property Damage only Vehicle Accident.

A suspected yellow over green colored taxi cab exited the roadway and into the front yard of an Arlington Avenue residence.   The taxi left the scene without reporting the accident.   A suspect was identified and the case was filed with the Richmond District Attorney.

2009-3190  Residential Burglary.
This case is currently going to trial.

2009-3610 / 2009-3975   Vandalism and annoying phone calls.

These cases were submitted to the Richmond District Attorney for filing of charges.
2009-4008   Robbery, Firearm.

Unknown suspect(s) attempted to rob a woman walking south bound 320 Arlington Avenue with a firearm.  The woman did not have any money and the suspect walked south bound Arlington Avenue.   If you have any information to aid in the apprehension of the suspect(s) please call Detective Barrow at 510-526-4141 ex. 26   Case open and under investigation.
2009-5446 
Vandalism

On 12-02-09, from 2100hrs until 12-03-09 0700 hrs, four parked vehicles had there windows shot out with a BB gun in the area of Colusa Avenue and Berkeley Park Blvd.  Berkeley and Albany Police Departments also had numerous reports of similar windows of vehicles being shot out during the same time periods.   We believe the same suspects are responsible for all of these crimes.  No arrests have been made.  If you have any information to aid in the apprehension of the suspect(s) please call Detective Barrow at 510-526-4141 ex. 26   Case open and under investigation.

2007-3645 Lewd or Lascivious Acts with a Child under the age of 14 years.

This case is under investigation.

KPD INVESTIGATIONS

· Made several court runs for filling cases, and citation drop off’s.

· Updated the KPD residential burglary log.

· I oversaw the up dating and change out of three department computers.  I also was able to have the RPD Systems Administrator update some of our systems programs.

WEST-NET ASIGNMENT:

I am currently assigned to the West Contra Costa County Narcotic Enforcement Team (West-NET) one day per week.

While on this assignment I work with other West Contra Costa County law enforcement officers and agencies.  I participate and aid in the service of search warrants, surveillance, and on going narcotics investigations.

INVESTIGATORS SUMMARY:

In the month of February the District of Kensington saw a reduction in vehicle accidents and overall crime.  The District of Kensington sustained 1 non-injury vehicle accident and 0 Hit and Run Vehicle Accidents, 0 Injury Accidents, 1 Residential Burglary, 2 Attempted Residential Burglary, 1 Commercial Burglary, 1 Auto Burglary, 0 Thefts from unlocked vehicles, 2 Stolen Vehicles, 3 Petty Thefts, 0 Vandalisms, 0 Attempted Grand Thefts and 0 Grand Theft.

•• 
Chief Harman
During the month of February, Detective Barrow demonstrated not only the importance of having a full time investigator, but also how he has successfully developed in the position. Working from information he developed with detectives from San Mateo County, he was able to identify a suspect in one of our identity theft investigations. Then, I told him I needed closure in a hit and run case before my meeting with a concerned citizens group. The case involved a taxi driver that had fled the scene of an accident. Detective Barrow went to all of the local cab companies, identified the possible companies that the driver may have worked for based on witness descriptions of the cab, developed rapport with the owners of two suspected cab companies, and through his investigation was able to identify the suspect driver. The driver came to the station, admitted his guilt, and charges are being filed with the District Attorney’s Office. 
Detective Barrow also assisted Oakland police officers in attempting to capture a homicide suspect believed to be hiding out in Kensington. Although the suspect was not located, information was developed regarding two parolees living at the suspected residence. When returning to the residence with officers from Westnet, illegal weapons were confiscated and charges are being filed against another parolee living at the residence in question. 
Finally, after an increase in thefts from vehicles and stolen vehicles occurring in Kensington, Detective Barrow enlisted the assistance of Westnet officers to conduct a night time “saturation” patrol of Kensington and the El Cerrito hills. 

Congratulations to Officer Eric Stegman, who was selected by the Kensington Police Officers Association to be our representative for the Richmond Elks Lodge “Officer of the Year Award for 2009”. 

Finally, I regret to announce the passing of retired police officer Phil Balousek on February 28th. Phil began working in Kensington in August of 1998, following his retirement from the Oakland Police Department. A medical condition forced Phil to take leave in 2005, and last April, he officially retired from our department. Although I never had the pleasure of working with Phil, I did have the honor of being at his retirement dinner held last April at the Community Center. Those wishing to pay their last respects may contact me regarding how to do so. 
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