August 2009 Police Department Report

September 1, 2009
•
Department Personnel 
••
We have completed the background process on a lateral candidate, who is a Spanish- speaking officer with experience with the Los Angeles Police Department and the Hayward Police Department. The candidate is scheduled for his psychological and medical examinations.

With this hire, we will be at nine sworn officer positions pending Officer Wilson’s decision regarding his returning to Dyna Corp and a deployment to Afghanistan. 


We are also completing the background process with two reserve officer candidates, one who is scheduled for his psychological examination and the other pending completion of his background check. 

We are continuing our recruitment of both officer and reserve officer candidates. 

•
Commendations and Correspondence
••
Officer Rodney Martinez received a thank you note from a resident on York Avenue for his handling of a dumpster complaint. 
•
Investigation of Alleged Misconduct 
  


•• 
Department Investigation #09-04 was initiated in April on an allegation that an officer was absent without leave for a period of seven days. This investigation is continuing with the officer scheduled for interview the first week of September.
••
Department Investigation #09-05 was initiated on August 20th on an allegation that an officer displayed an inappropriate screen saver on a department computer. Sergeant Hull is the investigating officer. 
•
9-1-1 /  Richmond Communication Center Information.
••
The Ring Time Report for June identified a total of 47 “911” calls 
being received by the Richmond Dispatch Center, with 5 having 
ring times over 20 seconds. These 5 consisted of ring times of 21, 
26, 30, 35, and 58 seconds. 


The 35 second ring time occurred on June 26th at 6:52 PM and 
there was no police action taken.

The 58 second ring time occurred on June 28th, at 8:55 PM and 
was for a minor-injury traffic collision that occurred in the area of 
Cambridge Avenue involving a bike rider running into a vehicle. 


The Ring Time Report for July identified a total of 37 “911” calls 
received, with 3 having ring times over 20 seconds. 


The first occurred on July 4th, at 9:40 PM for 40 seconds on a 
fireworks call in the area of Kingston Road. 


The second occurred on July 5th, at 6:48 PM for 44 seconds on 
theft from a vehicle report that occurred in Tilden Park.


The third occurred on July 10th, at 2:44 PM for 45 seconds on a 
theft of gas report from the Chevron Station.  
•
Communication Center Service Complaints
••
No complaints received this month however, this is a good time to remind everyone that for police non-emergencies, you need to contact the dispatch center at “236-0474” and not the KPPCSD business line of 526-4141. The KPPCSD business line is only monitored 6 hours a day during the week and should not be used to report police matters. 
•
Community Networking
••
On 8-04-09, National Night Out, see the Chief’s Report.
••
On 08-05-09, Chief Harman attended the West County Chief’s meeting in Hercules. 

••
On 08-07-09, the Arlington Avenue Art Walk was held with Chief Harman, Yolla Harman, Sergeant Hull, and Officer Medina attending.

••
On 8-10-09, the fourth Kensington Public Safety Council meeting was held at the Community Center at 6:30 PM. Both Chief Harman and Officer Doug Wilson attended the meeting. 


The Kensington Public Safety Council will expand upon the issues of police services to include those of emergency preparedness and other public safety issues affecting the community. It is hoped that by meeting in the evenings, we will be able to increase community participation and feedback on those issues concerning Kensington.


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 14th, at 6:30 PM at the Community Center, Room 3.

••
On 08-12-09, Chief Harman attended the LAFCO Meeting in Martinez in which the Contra Costa Fire MSR reports were discussed. 

••
On 08-18-09, Chief Harman attended the Solid Waste Coordinating Committee Meeting held at the Public Safety Building. 

••
On 08-21-09, Chief Harman attended the CSDA “Board’s Role in Human Resources” class in Oakland, completing the four modules of the Special District Leadership Academy. 

••
On 8-22-09, Chief Harman participated in the KCC/ KPPCSD Community Center Remodel Meeting held at the Community Center.

••
On 8-24-09, Chief Harman attended the Kensington Improvement Club meeting. 
••
On 8-25-09, Chief Harman attended the KMAC meeting.

••
On 8-26-09, Chief Harman attended the monthly County Hazard Mitigation Committee meeting.

••
On 08-27-09, Officer Martinez attended the “Hawaii Happy Day” sponsored by the District at the Kensington Senior Center at the Arlington Community Church. Officer Martinez will be assigned as the liaison officer with the Senior Center. 

•
Community Criminal Activity  
••
This section of the report has been prepared by the Watch Commanders reporting on their areas of responsibility.
•
Watch Commander Reports
••
Sergeant Khan Team 1
SIGNIFICANT CASES/ EVENTS:

· 09-3610  On 8/3/09 at 1953 hrs.  Officer Stegman took a vandalism report from a business on Colusa Ave. where a suspect who threw a rock through the front window of the business, and did so on surveillance video.

· 09-3742  On 8/11/09 at 1454 hrs.  Officer Wilson took a hit & run report from a subject on Highland Blvd.

· 09-3960  On 8/23/09 at 2011 hrs.  Officer Stegman was dispatched to a report of subjects stealing recyclables at Kenyon Ave. and Colgate Ave.  He found the car, cited the unlicensed driver and admonished both thieves to stop stealing from the District’s residents.

· 09-3973  On 8/24/09 at 1521 hrs.  Officer Wilson took a petty theft report of money from an unlocked vehicle on Coventry Rd.

· 09-3974  On 8/24/09 at 1544 hrs.   Officer Wilson responded to a home on Coventry Rd. where a small amount of marijuana was being grown.  A neighbor reported the plants to KPD.

· 09-3975  On 824/09 at 1625 hrs.  Officer Stegman took an annoying phone call report from a business on Colusa Ave.  The caller is known and has caused problems at the business in the past.

· 09-3982  On 8/25/09 at 1606 hrs.  Officer Wilson took a graffiti report from a resident on Windsor Ave.

· 09-3983  On 8/25/09 at 2042 hrs.  A Kensington resident witnessed two juveniles involved in marking up a utility box on Arlington Ave.  He immediately called KPD.  Officer Stegman, Chief Harman, and I checked the area for the suspects.  Chief Harman located the suspects, detained them, and arrested the responsible one.

· 09-3990  On 8/26/09 at 1205 hrs. I took an auto burglary report from a visitor to the Blake Estate on Rincon Rd.  The victim had left items locked in the car, in plain view.

BRIEFING/ TRAINING:
Officer Stegman and I will be conducting firearms training next month.  No training this month.

SERGEANT’S SUMMARY:
In a graffiti case this month a resident witnessed the suspects committing the crime and he called us immediately.  We were able to detain the involved parties and our witness made a positive identification.  Besides stopping this subject from continuing to deface property, we can identify other areas where he has left his mark.  In addition, he will identify others by their “tags” or marks.  We owe a lot to this alert citizen and we hope that his actions will cause other residents to get involved in assisting their police department.

TEAM STATISTICS:

Officer



    Wilson
    
     Stegman
Days Worked


         13
      
          17



Traffic Stops (no cite)

          6 
     

32


 

Moving Citations


          2
          

 5


 

Parking Citations



4


 5
  


Vacation/ Security Checks
          43


46




Field Interviews (FI’s)

 
1   


  8


   

Cases




           4
   
 
  3
  

   

Self Initiated Cases


0   

 
  0


Arrests




0  

 
  1

Calls for Service


         24  

 
36

••
Sergeant Hull Team 2
TEAM STATISTICS:

Officer:



Martinez (K31)
Medina (K35)






(0600-1800)

(1800-0600)

Days Worked


12


14

Traffic Stops


15


2

Moving Citations


9


2

Parking Citations


10


7

Vacation/Security Checks
56


93



FI-Field Interview


3


1

Cases




4


2

Self Initiated Cases 

1


1

Arrests



1


0

Calls for Service


24


27

· Officer Medina covered Albany PD twice and El Cerrito PD three times.

· ECPD covered Kensington once this month for approximately thirty minutes on a structure fire (09-3570).

· Officer Martinez took two vacation days.

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

· 2009-3570 – On 8-1-2009, at approximately 0642 hours, Officer Martinez responded to a report of a fire in the 200 block of Arlington Avenue.  Officer Martinez responded to the scene on a multi-story structure fire which began to spread to a structure on the neighboring property.  Officer Martinez checked for victims, removed immediate neighbors, and conducted traffic control.  Officer Martinez requested appropriate assistance, to include KPD administrators, which resulted in a fire response of two Battalion Chiefs, four fire engines, and one fire truck (carrying ladders and blowers).  Chief Harman and Sgt. Hull arrived on scene at approximately 0730 hours and relieved ECPD from traffic posts.  Officer Martinez received a commendation for his actions on this scene.

· 2009-3640 – On 8-6-2009, at approximately 0801 hours, Officer Martinez responded to a report of vehicle theft in the 00 block of Arlington Avenue.

· 2009-3657 – On 8-7-2009, at approximately 0131 hours, Officer Medina responded to a Hit & Run accident at Arlington Ave./Oberlin Avenue.  A vehicle was witnessed turning from south bound Arlington Avenue onto east bound Oberlin collide into a stop sign at the northeast corner of this intersection.  The responsible driver fled the scene.

· 2009-3663 – On 8-7-2009, at approximately 1007 hours, Officer Martinez responded to a report of theft from an auto in the 00 block of Highland Boulevard.  The victim vehicle was left unlocked.

· 2009-3665 – On 8-7-2009, at approximately 1547 hours, Officer Martinez responded to a report of theft from an auto in the 700 block of Wellesley Avenue.  The driver’s window was left rolled down by the owner.

· 2009-3666 – On 8-7-2009, at approximately 1730 hours, Officer Martinez responded to a report of non-injury accident in the 200 block of Arlington Avenue.  Driver inattention resulted in the collision into a vehicle backing from a parking stall.

· 2009-3689 – On 8-8-2009, at approximately 0901 hours, Officer Martinez initiated a traffic enforcement stop on a vehicle speeding on Purdue Avenue.  The driver was unlicensed and received a citation.  The vehicle was towed.

· 2009-3805 – On 8-14-2009, at approximately 2331 hours, Officer Medina responded to a report of theft from an auto in the 100 block of St. Albans Drive.  The victim is uncertain if he locked the doors or turned on the vehicle alarm system.

· 2009-3822 – On 8-15-2009, at approximately 2156 hours, Officer Medina responded to a report of an abandoned vehicle that collided into a telephone pole and left parked in a no parking zone.  The vehicle was towed.

· 2009-3873 – On 8-19-2009, at approximately 1202 hours, Officer Martinez responded to a report of petty theft from a garage in 200 block of Purdue Avenue.  A resident reported tools stolen from his garage whereby the garage door was left up.

BRIEFING/TRAINING:

· Reviewed KPD Policy 314 – Vehicle Pursuit Policy

· Reviewed Vehicle Codes 21055 and 21056.

· Reviewed KPD Policy 316 – Officer Response to Calls

· Briefed Senate Bill 420 – Medical Marijuana

· Reviewed Jones & Mayer Client Alert Memo – Medical Marijuana Dispensaries Must Meet “Primary Caregiver” Requirements.

· Reviewed/Trained a KPD Marijuana case with respect to Senate Bill 420 and the Jones & Mayer Client Alert Memo.

SERGEANT’S SUMMARY:

I would like to recognize a job well done by Officer Martinez.  

Officer Martinez completed multiple tasks as the first responder on the scene of a structure fire.  He made appropriate notifications and took measures to mitigate the possible loss of life prior to assistance arriving on scene to help.  Officer Martinez demonstrated the ability to multi-task to which effort was directed at public safety.

Officer Martinez also demonstrated exceptional commitment to keeping the residential property in the District of Kensington safe by his day time arrest of a burglar who was believed to casing houses. 

Recently, Kensington has suffered numerous residential burglaries on unoccupied properties.  With this knowledge, Officer Martinez was vigilant in his patrol efforts to be suspicious of unusual day time activities and events during his shift.   Officer Martinez saw what he believed to be a slow rolling vehicle through a neighborhood which aroused suspicion coupled with the surprised look on the driver’s face when she noticed him in the area.  After getting probable cause, Officer Martinez conducted a traffic enforcement stop that yielded several pieces of indicia indicating several possible victims of theft.  Officer Martinez’ investigatory efforts produced several residents in West Contra Costa County who had previously reported being victims of crime.  

••
Detective Keith Barrow
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

2009-3873 Residential Burglary.

Sometime in July, suspect(s) entered and without using force or causing damage to the garage and stole property.  Case pending.

2009-4008   Robbery, Firearm.

Unknown suspect attempted to rob a woman with a firearm who was walking south bound 320 Arlington Avenue.  The woman did not have any money and the suspect walked south bound Arlington Avenue.  If you have any information to aid in the apprehension of the suspect(s) please call Detective Barrow at 510-526-4141 ex. 26   Case open and under investigation.   

KPD INVESTIGATIONS INFORMATION:

2008-5203  Elder Abuse. 

This case is still under investigation.

2009-3190 Residential Burglary.

On 07-16-09, the Oakland Police Department, "PAC Team" made up of California State Parole Agents, Oakland Police Officers, and Alameda County Sheriff's Deputy Parole Agents and, I conducted a parole search in the City of Oakland.  The search yielded property belonging to multiple victims throughout the Bay Area.  One suspect was taken into custody for several felonies including, theft, burglary, narcotic, and gun charges.  To date we have been able to identify 7 victims from the cities of Kensington, Berkeley, Piedmont, and Oakland.  This case is still under investigation.

KPD INVESTIGATIONS:

· Made several court runs for filling cases, citation drop off, and search warrants.

· Facilitated the repair of 11 patrol radios.

· The calibration of the two KPD intoximeters ( DUI breath analyzers) has been rotated to Officers Medina and Stegman.

· Updated the KPD residential burglary log.

· On 08-15-09, the Contra Costa County Mobile Field Force was activated; Officer Stegman and I attended a scheduled protest at the Richmond Chevron oil refinery.   14 people were arrested and no one was hurt during the protest.

WEST-NET ASIGNMENT:

I am currently assigned to the West Contra Costa County Narcotic Enforcement Team (West-NET) one day per week.

While on this assignment I work with other west Contra Costa County law enforcement officers and agencies.  I participate and aid in the service of search warrants, surveillance, and on going narcotics investigations.

This month West-NET Agents and I have served several search warrants.  I also wrote one search warrant this month.

INVESTIGATORS SUMMARY:

In the month of August the District of Kensington saw a decline in vandalisms, residential burglaries, and suffered no identity thefts.  The District of Kensington sustained 1 residential burglary and 1 auto burglary and 4 thefts from unlocked vehicles.  We saw a rise in non-injury vehicle accidents from 5 to 6, 1 hit & run accident, 1 stolen vehicle, and 3 vandalisms.   Kensington Police Department made 1 juvenile arrest for graffiti.

During the month of August, Kensington residents saw a decline in overall crime.   If you have any information that may aid in the apprehension or identification of the suspect(s) involved in any of these crimes, please contact Detective Keith Barrow at 510-526-4141, ext. 26.

•• 
Chief Harman
I wish to thank Officer Wilson and all of those block party hosts for making National Night Out a huge success. We had thirteen parties that were very well attended. Sergeant Khan, Officer Barrow, Officer Martinez, Officer Stegman, Andrea DiNapoli, Yolla Harman, and I made our way around to each party and had a great time. Hopefully, we can build on this year’s success and have an even bigger event next year. 
On Saturday, 08-15-09, Officers Barrow and Stegman were deployed in Richmond as part of the County Mobile Field Force to assist Richmond Police at the Chevron refinery protest. In all, 75 law enforcement officers were involved in monitoring the protest at which there were 14 arrests made without injury or property damage. 

I am sure that some of you are wondering why Kensington officers participate in the County Mobile Field Force. The Mobile Field Force not only participates in law enforcement activities, but will also be called out in the event of a natural disaster. Our participation guarantees that when it is ever needed, a well trained law enforcement mobile field force will be there to assist us.

School started on the 25th, and we have increased our traffic enforcement in the area. Starting the week of the 28th, officers will be assigned to specific traffic enforcement details at the traffic light and the surrounding neighborhood of the school. Citations will be issued for traffic violations. Please drive carefully!

Finally, on Friday, September 4th, Officers Martinez, Stegman, Barrow, and Borgfeldt will participate in the “Avoid the 25 Campaign” hosted by El Cerrito PD. This is part of an OTS Grant awarded El Cerrito PD that will reimburse us for our officers’ participation. 
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